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The long-beralded and much advertised ™winter offensive” of the French in
Tonkin started 7 October 197, and practically ceased by 19 November 1947.
The purpose of this ofisnsive was a double one:

3, Political: The Hongkong conference between Bao Dal and "represen-
tatives of all Indochinese political parties" and French represen—
tatives in September 1947 was not a serious attempt to construct
& new government. It was rather an effort to throw confusiom and
-dissension into the ranks of tie Vietnamess® resistants, The next
move in this political off'ensive was to be the military operation
to display French military might, to terrorize and discourage the
population of Tonkin, and to produce a popular desire for peece
at any price, The mlhhary operation was timed at this moment
also for another reason: it was the season of the rice harvest,
which provided an opportunity for tne French to accomplish w:.de-
spread destruction of the crops and to introduce the element of
famine inbo the Viet Ninh areas.

b, Hilitary: The avowed military purposs was to encircle the Viet
Wam Army and to capture the Viet Nam Government. If this should
fail, the sinimom military objective would be to disorganize
Viet Ham military resistance, to cut lines of comaunication, and
to isoluts Viet Nam military units from their headquarters,

For thie offensive, the French employed about 50,000 troops, or about one-
nalf the total of their troops in Indochina. The forces which they employed
included three infaubry divisions, two thousand parachutists and some gun~
boats (number unknown). The infantry units included the 43rd Regiment of
Colonizl Infautry and the 5th Moroccan Regiment. The names of the other
units are not available. The parachutists were furnishted 2lmest exclusively
with Sritish mouipmont and wers trunsporied in Daitela planec. Practically
the whole of tie Freach airforce in Indochina was used, The gunboats
opu‘*atod in the Red EKiver and the River Lo. especially in the neighborhodod
of Viet Tri (105-25, 21~20).

The offencive comnenced with parachute operations, preceded by regulsr
Prench air-boubings of the cities involved. (These bombings wire toadueted
without much imagination, and in fact took place daily for several days at
exactly the same nour, This fact enabled the Vistnamess to take reasonable
rafcty precautions, and in at least one case (Cao Bang) to shoot down &

"rench plane On Qctober 19 mgchutists seized Cho Moi (105~ 23
LAg“IFJCAﬁON Ts Ty P e o mm( 545, 21-50)
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and 3ac van (105-50, 2z-10), On Octouer G, 1947, paracautists seized Cao Hang
{106-20, 22-40) and S:.o Don {10U5-4u, 22-i0). an idea of the scale ol tiese
parachule operation. may be ostalned frou tie fact tuel ia tue selzure ou Cuo
Zang, about five, hwwred parsenutists psrticipated, .T.®&y arrived in two waves,
oach consisting of tnelva to fifteen Dakobas, eacih Dukoba containiung avout |
trnenty pars «chutiste, -~Iter tne firut wave was lamkied, tue planes returned to
Lane Son (LUb=45, 2+50) snu pickea up tue persom.el to Iori Lie weCoLu wave,
wpicr. they tren trarwvporte: to Cao sang. ¥Tne secona wave arrived turee uours'
after the first. (7Tle two priuciral alr bases of tue Frencu in lonkiii are
flanoi and Lang won. Because of its geographical position, it wuae nutural tor
the rrench to use tie Lang con buse for tiis parachute operaution.)

The Viet ham forcer made no atlemnt to resist tie Freouch selzure of tnese polnts,

3oth because of ti? preliminary bombing, and also through their own iutelligeuce
network, “he Vietmmese wer: alreudy sware ol Frenci. intentions, and had alresay
deabroyed ti.e cit.es iu accord witn tneir weli-knosn and thorouga-golig
":,corched earth" ‘echnique, 1n the ci.se of Czo 3ang, tuey had alreaqy removea

ti.e local governmsit (including document:s, Fxecutive Com.ittecs, and sumini-
strative !ln.(:hlllel'\) to kuoc iai (106-10, 22-4U). In their pdracuute operations,
the French sufier:d considerable losses (no estiusute available), partly be-
cause of iusuffirient training. Trne viet haun lorces, nuving retired Irou the
destroyed cities to the surrounding country, were aole purtislly to eucircle
te French nar:+hutists; tney then engugea in numerous sunli atbacks, and Killed
or cantured a virge number of parachutists beforc the Frenc.. inl.atry un:l.t.s
vwere able to strive to relieve tiem.

The French ir‘ended to ~erfora their military encirclement of tue vielL wam aramy
by me:ns of » rreat nincers movement. Tne first arm of tue plncers was to
proceed fror Hoa Binh (105-25, 20-50) throug: oon Tay (105-30, z1-15), viet Tri
(105-25, 21~0), and Tuyen ‘uang (105-15, 21-50) to Dai Tri (105-25, 2<-15),
leavin- nanisons at all important points on tn® way. (.t thiu tiue, Tuyen
“uang, whir' had formerly been tne seat oi part of tne Viet wain Government,

was wholly lestroyed, and no longer had any speciui signilicance.) This ara
of the pirrers was suvoorted by tre Frenc.. gunuoats iu the Led hiver and t.e
River lo, sielling the villares ano toens wlong the siore, Tie secoud wra

of tie¢ nncers was to nroceed frow Lung oon t.rougu Cao Jang wna join t,f.a
first at Dai Thi.

‘fre inentry operation ald not succeed accordiug to expectat.ons. wined roacs,:
.ontinml Viet haw it-and=-run atlacks, ana awbusnes, particularly in narrow
valiey:, hampered the advance of tiie Lho arms of the ;incers, The Lirst aram
#was s.oved up b, this action and wa. final.y brought to & nslt &8 4 resuit of

a vatile in early GLovemoer, on the road petween Tuyen Luang and Lei [nd, fuis
bati.e was.regardea ac a great victory oy tre Vietnmuese, znu has oeen much

cel brated in their pro-ugunda., olunilarly, the second arm of ti.e plicess,
naving occupied Cao sung anc relieved the remaining paraclutists holding it,
wat halted in its advance from €ao sang to Dul tali. Tae result was t.at the
twr arms of the npincers failed to join. B

Tie. Viet Ham tactics whicu succeedeu in preventing tne fre.ca rro. accoupliss=
irg t eir objective ware the characteristic owes: to destro, th-r-than de-
f'end threatened cities, to aliow t.e rrenc: to occupy the ' ruins, to await

th.e emergence of French comvoys from these new vases and taen to attuck t.em

by ambush an¢ iu narrow vslieys, and at tre sanwe time to auitiply wnd increase
ruerrilla zttacks .n rear vuses (in this case, even bases as far Lo the rear as .
Hanoi and Laigon).

The French v.ithdrawal vegan on 19 Kovember. The [irst aram of Lue pincers
withdrew to Tu en uang, and then split into two parts, of whicn the first
wit-drew along ti.e road tarough Vict Tri and Vinh Yen (105~50, 21-20) to ilanoi,
and t'e second withdrew via Thai Hguyen (1u5-50, 21<35) to Hanoi.
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G “he Twhiter orieasi serbelndy faiiec iu its granu Gugecbive 01 Coplulii]
' Liue ciet Lanm TosCFaicet. 10 legu,cerbelsn of.iel.ds of L.id Soveruueule who nat

berr cuntures by Lne iroceh in poveaver—.cccauoer 1950 enu were ur)-;}se";uc:u!.,‘l{

unecle to ocouny Le.ell Donlis BL)Ue LT, Getiidy suCoeeued .J.I."e?cic;u.laii er....i‘ .

heir Froneh enrdtars ir sunel ddriag b.e serioe ol toe rreuch "--.f.nLc: m,‘.;n‘.a:-.wu.

Theve mioisters : 2 ey P Thong, wlulster ob (;o..;‘un.xcaul.sxm,“ awd Ymo

5 sr o or vicaen Liolers. Tue of yensive Mg aiso failed v.uly
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in its objactive of ascireilig god destroyug bhe cdet o WTEY. in roech i
; ancireclet by t.e g numeBe. L0 Isddoauose

oi the losses inflicwed wron Loe miiitary of either vide i ava.iaule.

Freng’s uhius Soutrs t‘,‘.v_‘.u:,ej;,;,s
ast Lwte
ligvaver, bacause ol i : S0 A
antual cosualities inflicted Dy bne rronca on e viet i wdidlialy wore:

exbrensly canlle [rincipally, it was tie civiilan ponulaticn wolcu oulsared,

sabwre of Loe Cigebtling, AL secdme DT soawet e biat bee

10 vevertheless, in a certeir scnve, L.e Fyeuci "‘._.mb?r of.eutiive” 4"_@6""?‘* o
suctantial results. ir tie Uirst -lace, it did disiocube t.e o wilcations
ang coordination of @ e viel ..nu iray, @nd old iso.stle & nuwdsT o its unibs
froa their eudouarters. This success must ue_c..\naiaewa_t‘.exa"umg:y, as L.e
Trench wibidrawai 11as permithed re-grouring. {(Nu the debit sice frow the
French roint of vise 1s tie fact tiamt tie Vietna.ese captured ."z'-;ux_t..c o oys
1 great amount of uselud mebeTial, esvecia.uy vit;ul.g-x‘wt.ueu ;ue:z5c1ixe§.) in
t' e second nlace, tie cYeuch withdraral vas ol cuuwpliels, i t:.c;/‘ LHVE CRU-
tinved wo heold at, Lteast one Lanortant noiat cartured curing Lue W ens.ve.
nanely, Cno dang. ‘ o o
This ricce was in L.e soriar of L4Y47 considered oy tue ne::uas.'.esc_; ’cf <& leoreq-
pa-le, -nd was prerared as tieir Last stronrhold il €acs ol conbluudii) rieut..
5.C0CE0: 85,

25X1X B ote: in a nolitical sense, tie accomplishments of tie "wiuier ol.emcive!
are more consider:iole. It .orced the Vietnamewe to contiuue wic Lo rewcucie
thelr scorched earth poiiegy, witi. its atlend bt  aresiipgs, alsiocations, wisery
and bitterness [ur tue civilian ponulation., it also dullictea direcil; a
ore:t arownt of sufieri: - ou t.¢ people, in muny Cawet causing the massacre i tie
renuLitions of w ole +i: ages. Pernups sovt luwgortaut, 1L deslroycu vast
cuantities of growi.g crops wnich were reczdy for ,arvesi, and proauced & tureut
of realiy serious ranine in bLre Viet wiuh areas [Or bt.e Uirst tiwe si.ce .9i45.
These sccoanlisirents nuve adued Lo bre wur-.e.riuess ol tue jeojs@ anu tenaeu
to discredit the Vi t inh as being the sole and raucticul oustacle to iue
restoration ol peace.

In the spring of 1347, it sesmed certain that tne rreuch would sooner or later
he forced to negotiuté with tine Viet .iuh for tue reason tunut, volunterily
or involuntarily, nearly thwe whole of tne population supported tne ¢iet .init.
This basic sun-ort stiil exi:-ts8, but pecause of .merican sup ort oif tue sibl=-
Cou unist elements in rrance, tie srench Governuent has received sowe wmoral
ercourazerent in reswrd to ludoonina. 16 stil) recornivesn that negotiations
rmust ulti ately be heidwith the viet lLinh, but will not conauct tiem itseri.
1t will continue to try to enieeble Lhe Viet «ina (and che "winter oiieusive',
55 nas been Scen, was n .t withoub soae success ia Lnls resrect), tnen peruit
its run-et 3Juo Dii Lo negobiate witn the VYiet .iub, and, iinalay, assist dao
Dai to contiiue to enfesble Lne Viet Linh.

It i probable that Lie Frencii ~re Low prepsring to concentrate on Cochinchinu
in a somewhat sirilar rattern, witn Jeneral iguyen Yan Luan provaoly destined
to rlay tie eventual role of nerotlstor wit. t-.e Viet .l.. ror Cochin China.
Tie start of L.e Firenc military ofielsive in Cochin Ciinu wili prooacly. e
tired 80 as to rroduce . e gr.itest nos: ivle cron destructi.n just prior vo

% & second rice-hcrvest in Lay.

On balance, tiztwinter ofi'ensive’ must be considered a moderste succes. for
Frencn imrerialism.)
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